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FOREWORD 

The Recipe for a successful event. 

Ever since our Media and Marketing department launched this 
online magazine, I have had the privilege to always brag about 
what is new for each round and true to form, I am able to do it 
again.  

All of this is in the pursuit of a successful event. It left me 
asking, what makes a successful event? 

Is it measured by the man hour spent creating it? Or the size of 
the budgeted spend? Is it an incident free race, or race 
meeting? Is it a close race where the winner cannot be 
confirmed until the last corner? Is it a massive crowd or is it a 
profitable event? Or is it a 100% predictable outcome on all 
fronts that all run off without mention or muster? 

This weekend, we intend to do exactly that for everyone, and with a bit of luck, we satisfy the investors as 
well. This weekend is our final formula test for a successful recipe for a true Motorsport Festival, that will 
see us run a four seasons tour in 2023. 

With this event, we bring the first ever SA GT Night Race on Friday night, this will be followed by a new 
concept in Drag Racing – The Dash For Cash, with an estimated prize pool of R30 000 up for grabs. We 
introduce, live, on-board cameras and angles for the livestreaming service as well as the post event 
production. Yes, another first for us. We also host a full stage of artists in a music festival for all our 
paying spectators.  

We also see some new GT competitors enter our series, with the Merc stable doubling up in numbers. 
We also see local ace; Michael Stephen returns with an Audi. A brand that has made him famous. The 
Endurance Class also sees a few new names on the grid. Most of which are using this 6-hour event as 
the final dress rehearsal for the end of season 9-hours in December. 

This, our penultimate race weekend for the 2022 season and the biggest we have hosted to date. Our 
shareholders keep pushing our team to go bigger and better and to be honest, we are way past what I 
envisioned to be big. I need to thank them for their continued guidance, encouragement, and support to 
go bigger and better. We certainly have become the most exciting tour out there for sure. 

Our team that comprises of no less than 18 personnel make my job a true pleasure and without them, we 
would still be scratching our heads for ideas. I need to thank them for their unwavering support.  
 
All that remains for me to say is… Enjoy and make some much cherished memories to fondly look back 
on in years to come! 

 



 

 

 

Southern African Endurance Series (SAES) is the endurance racing rights holder and promotor in South 

Africa, providing a platform to promote and grow their motorsport properties which include the SA GT National 

Championship, the SA Endurance Championship and the Virtual SA GT Championship.  

The fully incorporated company was formed by businessmen Xolile Letlaka, the majority shareholder, and Izak 

Spies last year, making Letlaka the first Black motorsport promotor in South Africa, while Spies is Chairman of 

the Board. 

 

”Southern African” is 

SAES’ goal in the 

longer term – to take 

endurance racing into 

Africa. 

 

The 2022 endurance calendar includes 12 rounds of the SA GT Championship across six events – there are 

two one-hour races for FIA-homologated GT3 racing machinery on the bill at each race day. The SA 

Endurance Championship features three, four and nine hour races across seven rounds at most of the major 

circuits around the country, maintaining its Inter-Provincial Championship status.  

SA GT and SAE share the platform at all rounds bar the SAE-only event at Dezzi Raceway in late August. 

SIM Racing has become a huge global phenomenon in recent years and SAES has fully embraced the virtual 

world with six rounds and twelve races on South African race tracks replicated in a digital format. The 

emphasis on the MSA licensed series is to simulate the real SA GT Championship to the greatest detail.  

The top-3 of the championship will be invited in December to a South African track to stand a chance and test 

a GT car in real life.  
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AFRICA RACE TOGETHER FOUNDATION – 

PROMOTING DIVERSITY IN MOTORPORT 
By: David Ledbitter 

The Africa Race Together Foundation is the brainchild of Xolile Letlaka, a successful businessman 

and motorsport enthusiast. The mission of the non-profit foundation is to initiate sustainable 

investment in talent, communities, events and organizations to grow motorsport both at a national 

and international level.  

Through his initiative, he has already 

given both Stuart White and lady-racer 

Lonika Maartens an opportunity to 

compete overseas to further their 

careers. 

White is competing in the GT World 

Challenge Endurance this year, having 

secured a seat in the Emil Frey 

Lamborghini Team. His first race at 

Imola in early April saw the crew in 

contention for the Silver Cup podium  

but the team was caught out by a pitstop just before a safety car period which gave their competitors 

a ‘free’ pitstop. 

Letlaka formed the first all-Black African team to compete in the famous Kyalami 9-Hour, recruiting 

Tschops Sipuka and Philip Kekana as co-drivers as a homage to their missed international racing 

careers despite their obvious talent behind the wheel. The team finished on the SA GT class podium in 

their first outing together. 

Adopting his credo of “lift as we rise”, the A.R.T Foundation aims to attract passionate and capable 

youngsters into the sport across all structures including engineering, mechanics, catering, logistics and 

media. 
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The Foundation will embark on a roadshow, visiting High 
Schools and tertiary institutions across South Africa to identify 
talent in the Maths, Science and Technology fields with a view 
to offering bursaries to further their careers and recruit 
students into the motorsport industry. 

 

 

The pilot programme has already borne fruit with the establishment of an all-
Black crew of drivers, mechanics and engineers who competed in the East 
London round of the 2021 SA Endurance Series in a Backdraft Roadster, 
funded by Into Africa. 

The duo of Kwanele Letlaka and Xolela Njumbuxa recorded a fourth place 
finish on their circuit-racing debut, also recording a credible fourth place finish 
in their class. 

In addition to his sponsorship of the A.R.T Foundation, he has also 
become the first Black motorsport promotor, registered with Motorsport 
South Africa, after establishing the Southern African Endurance Series, 
the business responsible for running the SA GT Championship and South 
African Endurance racing. Letlaka has already made his mark by gaining 
National Championship status for the SA GT Championship, which 
features a seven round calendar in 2022. 
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Jesse Clegg (born June 
14, 1988) is a South 
African singer-songwriter, 
guitarist and pianist, 
whose three studio 
albums, When I Wake Up, 
his 2011 follow up Life on 
Mars, and his latest, 
Things Unseen, have 
made Clegg a platinum
selling success in South 
Africa. He is the son of 
Johnny Clegg. 

The son of Johnny Clegg, Jesse spent the first six years of his life on tour with his father.

After the widespread acclaim of his first album, Clegg's music caught the attention of the Canadian record 
producer David Bottrill.He subsequently moved to Toronto for four months to work with Bottrill who 
produced his second album. Life on Mars was record
Another notable contributor was the recording engineer Bob Ludwig who mastered the album in New York.

In 2014, Clegg brought his music to the international stage. He embarked on a seven
United States and Canada, which comprised 32 shows in 31 cities. He has also played numerous high
profile showcase festivals in the US 
CBGB Festival. On 14 June 2014, Clegg performed on the ma

 

Jesse Clegg (born June 
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songwriter, 
guitarist and pianist, 

albums, When I Wake Up, 
his 2011 follow up Life on 
Mars, and his latest, 
Things Unseen, have 
made Clegg a platinum-

South 
. He is the son of 

The son of Johnny Clegg, Jesse spent the first six years of his life on tour with his father.

After the widespread acclaim of his first album, Clegg's music caught the attention of the Canadian record 
producer David Bottrill.He subsequently moved to Toronto for four months to work with Bottrill who 
produced his second album. Life on Mars was recorded at Metalworks Studios in Mississauga, Ontario. 
Another notable contributor was the recording engineer Bob Ludwig who mastered the album in New York.

In 2014, Clegg brought his music to the international stage. He embarked on a seven
United States and Canada, which comprised 32 shows in 31 cities. He has also played numerous high
profile showcase festivals in the US – including the CMJ Music Marathon, New Music Seminar, and the 
CBGB Festival. On 14 June 2014, Clegg performed on the main stage at UK's Isle of Wight Festival.

The second single, "Souvenir", was released in December, and the 
album was launched in June 2016 at a sold
Johannesburg. The album debuted in the iTunes Top 10 albums chart. 
The latest single, "Breathing", featured collaboration with Shekhinah
was met with widespread acclaim and high rotation play
national stations. It was the second No. 1 single off of the album. 
Clegg has recently returned from his second North American tour, 
where he played 36 shows across the continent from 1
May 2016. 

He has released six Top 10 singles and toured extensively throughout 
South Africa. As an official ambassador for the Nelson Mandela 46664 
Foundation, Clegg has been invited to play at Radio City Music Hall in 
New York for the annual Mandela Day Concert. He has been 
nominated for three South African Music Awards.

 

The son of Johnny Clegg, Jesse spent the first six years of his life on tour with his father. 

After the widespread acclaim of his first album, Clegg's music caught the attention of the Canadian record 
producer David Bottrill.He subsequently moved to Toronto for four months to work with Bottrill who 

ed at Metalworks Studios in Mississauga, Ontario. 
Another notable contributor was the recording engineer Bob Ludwig who mastered the album in New York. 

In 2014, Clegg brought his music to the international stage. He embarked on a seven-week tour across the 
United States and Canada, which comprised 32 shows in 31 cities. He has also played numerous high-

including the CMJ Music Marathon, New Music Seminar, and the 
in stage at UK's Isle of Wight Festival. 

The second single, "Souvenir", was released in December, and the 
album was launched in June 2016 at a sold-out event in 
Johannesburg. The album debuted in the iTunes Top 10 albums chart. 
The latest single, "Breathing", featured collaboration with Shekhinah. It 
was met with widespread acclaim and high rotation play-listing on 
national stations. It was the second No. 1 single off of the album. 
Clegg has recently returned from his second North American tour, 
where he played 36 shows across the continent from 17 March to 1 

He has released six Top 10 singles and toured extensively throughout 
South Africa. As an official ambassador for the Nelson Mandela 46664 
Foundation, Clegg has been invited to play at Radio City Music Hall in 

Mandela Day Concert. He has been 
nominated for three South African Music Awards. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born and raised 
in Cape Town,  
South Africa, 
GoodLuck is a 
group of live 
electronic 
musicians, pop 
producers, 
songwriters, 
entrepreneurs and 
philanthropists.

GoodLuck's music is madly diverse and continually evolving, it seems the trio of Jules, Ben and Tim are never 
satisfied with resting on what they have achieved. Since the band's inception, GoodLuck has reached 23 x 
Top40 radio singles, 9 charting number on

GoodLuck fans are devoted and the band has sold out shows across South Africa, The UK, 
Netherlands, Namibia and Vietnam. They founded and produced their own summer festival series
Summer as well as their music & safari festival
tickets every year. You’d understand why there’s such ardent support when you see their live show. Simply 
put, it’s crazy. I would challenge anyon
energy, high engagement and a whirlwind of saxophone, keyboards and the maddest array of electronic 
instruments that all create a backdrop for a strong female frontwoman

Born and raised 
 

musicians, pop 

entrepreneurs and 
philanthropists. 

GoodLuck's music is madly diverse and continually evolving, it seems the trio of Jules, Ben and Tim are never 
satisfied with resting on what they have achieved. Since the band's inception, GoodLuck has reached 23 x 
Top40 radio singles, 9 charting number one singles and performed 1000’s of shows around the world.

GoodLuck fans are devoted and the band has sold out shows across South Africa, The UK, 
Netherlands, Namibia and Vietnam. They founded and produced their own summer festival series

as well as their music & safari festival Beats in the Bush which have grown to sell around 25 000 
tickets every year. You’d understand why there’s such ardent support when you see their live show. Simply 
put, it’s crazy. I would challenge anyone to try and not dance when GOODLUCK is performing. It

and a whirlwind of saxophone, keyboards and the maddest array of electronic 
instruments that all create a backdrop for a strong female frontwoman 

In some ways, GoodLuck is the biggest best
An act that has performed alongside some of the top 
artists in the world (like Pharrell Williams, Groove 
Armada, Martin Garrix, Lost Frequencies, Basement 
Jaxx, Jungle and more) and still control the underground 
hype of the undiscovered gem.

As GoodLuck prepare for the next phase of their career, 
the band keeps true to the core of who they are and why 
they exist. "We know that if we keep writing great songs 
that can help people through all the chaos in life and if 
can keep us all dancing... everything else will fall into 
place." 

 

GoodLuck's music is madly diverse and continually evolving, it seems the trio of Jules, Ben and Tim are never 
satisfied with resting on what they have achieved. Since the band's inception, GoodLuck has reached 23 x 

e singles and performed 1000’s of shows around the world. 

GoodLuck fans are devoted and the band has sold out shows across South Africa, The UK, Germany, The 
Netherlands, Namibia and Vietnam. They founded and produced their own summer festival series Get Lucky 

which have grown to sell around 25 000 
tickets every year. You’d understand why there’s such ardent support when you see their live show. Simply 

and not dance when GOODLUCK is performing. It is high-
and a whirlwind of saxophone, keyboards and the maddest array of electronic 

GoodLuck is the biggest best-kept secret. 
An act that has performed alongside some of the top 
artists in the world (like Pharrell Williams, Groove 
Armada, Martin Garrix, Lost Frequencies, Basement 
Jaxx, Jungle and more) and still control the underground 
ype of the undiscovered gem. 

As GoodLuck prepare for the next phase of their career, 
the band keeps true to the core of who they are and why 
they exist. "We know that if we keep writing great songs 
that can help people through all the chaos in life and if we 
can keep us all dancing... everything else will fall into 



 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

GoodLuck's high-energy live shows are redefining the 
possibilities of live electronic performance while 
reviving the art of storytelling through dance music. 
Their pioneering tech setup features drum machines, 
synthesizers, electronic percussion, saxophone and 
vocals. GoodLuck have risen to fame in South Africa 
as one of the most celebrated pop bands their 
achievements include the following: 

 

 Ten #1 charting radio hits in South Africa 
& 26 top 40 charting singles 

 3 x Gold Selling Records (for Back in the 
Day, Be Yourself & Taking it Easy) 

 1 x Platinum Selling Record (for I've 
Been Thinking About You) 

 +80million streams on Spotify & Apple 
Music 

 SAMA AWARD (South African Music 
Award) Winners - Best Pop Album 2017 
and 6 x SAMA nominations since 2015. 

 Top40 Radio Airplay hit in The 
Netherlands (for Be Yourself) 

 Releases on Armada Music, Spinnin' 
Records, Ultra Records, Selected Music, 
Chill Your Mind 

 First African band to perform Global 
Citizen's Together at Home Concert 
series in 2020 lockdown alongside Chris 
Martin, Christine & the Queens + more 

 Presented masterclass at ADE 
(Amsterdam Dance Event) on recording 
electronic music using samples from 
nature. 

 Sold out +700 cap venues in Berlin, 
Amsterdam & Den Haag, +1000 cap 
venues in London, 2000+ cap venues in 
Hanoi and +5000 cap venues Cape 
Town, Johannesburg, Durban & 
Plettenberg Bay 

 Official opening act for Pharrell Williams 
SA tour 2015 

 Toured with Groove Armada, Basement 
Jaxx, Sam Feldt, Martin Garrix, Robin 
Schultz, Black Coffee, Fischer, Nora en 
Pure, Jungle and many more 

 

 





 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA GT CHAMPIONSHIP BALANCED 
ON A KNIFE EDGE 

PREVIEW: SAGT National Championship, Rds 8, 9 and 10 

Racing fans will have an excitement overload when the SAGT 
National Championship hits Gqeberha for the next three rounds of the 
title chase which forms part of the Southern African Endurance Series 
Spring Motorsport Festival on 30th September and 1st October. 

The change in venue is a result of the Phakisa Raceway not being up 
to standard for endurance racing. 

Bringing further innovation to the South African racing landscape, 
SAES is introducing a night race for round eight on Friday evening 
and hosting a rock concert after sunset on Saturday with big names 
like Jesse Clegg, GoodLuck and DJ Zain SA taking centre stage. 

Just six points separate the top three drivers in the championship 
standings, two of whom are from Port Elizabeth. Add perennial fan 
favourite Michael Stephen, fourth on the log, and race fans will be 
spoilt for choice when it comes to supporting their favourite local 
driver. 

Topping the leader board after seven rounds is Silvio Scribante with a 
slender five-point lead after powering his Cemza Cement Lamborghini 
Huracan GT3 to two race victories in East London back in July. 
Knowing his home track like the back of his hand puts him in pole 
position to add more silverware to his collection as the season heads 
to a dramatic conclusion. 

Second-placed Dayne Angel (Autohaus Angel Ferrari 488GT3) has 
other plans, including adding more victories to the two that the Cape 
lad has racked up so far along with his two additional podiums. 

A third Scribante Lamborghini Huracan GT3 has been entered for the 
team’s patron Celso Scribante which will be shared by newly crowned 
SupaCup Masters Champion Nick Davidson. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A third Scribante Lamborghini Huracan  
GT3 has been entered for the team’s  
patron Celso Scribante which will be  
shared by newly crowned SupaCup Masters  
Champion Nick Davidson. 

Michael Stephen is back! Having missed the last round (and 
three races) Stephen will be in action in SAES Chairman Izak 
Spies’ brand new Ultimate Outlaws Audi R8 LMS GT3. The 
multiple SA champion is highly adaptable and performs at the 
top level in every car he sits in.  

Spies, meanwhile will race fellow SAES Shareholder Xolile 
Latlaka’s Into Africa/Africa Race Together Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3 which boasts a bold new livery.  

Fifth on the points log, and a single point behind Stephen is the 
Autohaus Angel pairing of Marcel Angel and Jason Ibbotson in 
their normally-aspirated Ferrari 458 GT3. The pair took victory in 
round seven and will be out to savour the taste of champagne 
once more and retain their grip on the ProAm class lead. 

Charl Arangies and Arnold Neveling have arguably been the 
fastest pairing this year – but luck has evaded the 
Pagid/Stradale Motorsport Audi LMS GT3 duo. A new engine 
has been installed in the Audi and fireworks are likely to fly as 
the #1 Audi pairing look to get their campaign back on track. 

Great news from the Bigfoot Express Freight camp is the arrival 
of a second Mercedes-AMG GT3 and the return of Andrew 
Culbert which will make its debut this weekend. Sun Moodley is 
gaining in confidence with every lap he completes, making his 
way steadily towards the sharp end of the grid and further 
progress can be expected over the next three rounds. 

Teenage racer Kwanda Mokoena will be back behind the wheel 
of his Into Africa/Amandla Coal Audi R8 GT4. Mokoena’s racing 
performance has been spectacular this year, winning twice in 
the SAGT sister series, the SA Endurance Championship, which 
he leads overall.  

Rounding out the SAGT entry is the Toys-R-Us boss Mo Mia 
who is loaning Marius Jackson’s MJR Motorsport Audi R8 LMS 
GT3. Mia is no slouch, as he claimed a podium alongside 
Mokoena in round two of the SA Endurance Championship 
earlier this season. 

There is plenty of track action on Friday for fans of racing 
supercars with no less than five official practice sessions after 
which spectators will be able to meet the drivers in a one-hour 
autograph session at 14h00. The all-important qualifying 
session starts at 15h20, followed by round eight which starts at 
18h00. 

After the chequered flag falls at 19h00, fans can stay for the 
Dash for Cash Drag Racing spectacle which runs for three 
hours starting at 20h00 with DJ Zain SA playing a gig for the 
fans. 
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The Racer with a Heart of Gold 

The Backdraft Racing Story 

By David Ledbitter 

Today, you will see upwards 
of seven or eight Backdraft 
Roadsters practice, qualify 
and race in round five of the 
South African Endurance 
Series, competing in their 
own championship-within-a-
championship. 

Four of the Backdraft teams are in the top eight of the 
championship standings, proving the competitiveness and 
reliability. 

The Backdraft Roadsters are open-top racers powered by 
a 300 hp Lexus V8 engine driving the rear wheels through 

 

a BMW gearbox and BMW limited slip 
differential. 

Where do they come from? 

The name Tony Martin is synonymous with 
motorsport.  

Older racing fans will remember the South 
Coast Motors and later Lucky Strike-supported 
Chevrons in Formula Atlantic and Formula SA 
in the 1970s. 

During an expansive career, he went on to win 
the 1984 Daytona 24-Hour race with Sarel van 
der Merwe and Graham Duxbury, the trio 
sharing a Kreepy Krauly March 83G. 

Fast-forward to 2002 when Tony acquired the 
rights to build replica Shelby Cobras. His first 
car was shipped to the USA with the intention of 
racing it. An American-Cuban saw the car, 
saying it looked like a Backdraft, bought it, and 
the name stuck. Tony never got to race his 
creation… 

The Prospection, Durban–based Backdraft 
business has sold in excess of 5000 road-going 
cars since its inception and built 20 racing 
versions of the iconic roadster. 

Today, 72-year-old Tony Martin is something of 
a philanthropist – his sole aim is to attract new 
people into motorsport. 

 

 



 

 

 

Backdraft’s latest creation, which makes its debut this weekend, is a monster. Weighing just 85
650bhp from a 7-litre Chevy motor and features a Mustang differential and a six

“We built this car so that we can overtake Hein’s Porsche around the outside of Chevy sweep”, Brian laughed, in 
reference to Hein Lategan’s 2021 Porsche GT3 Cup car.

When the car was built, Brian gave the car a shakedown run at Dezzi Raceway. What happened next convinced 

Brian he wasn’t going to race the beast; he had wheel
straight.  

Do you want to be a racing driver? 

Every Wednesday, Backdraft holds a track day at Dezzi Raceway. You bring your race suit and helmet and pay 
R600 for your indemnity. Then you can drive a racecar with instruction from former Toyota semi
racer Brian Martin. Free. No cost. This is another facet of Tony and Brian’s efforts to attract newcomers to 
motorsport. 

If you enjoy the thrill of motorsport, you can rent one of six race
support of Backdraft Racing behind you. Arrive and drive has never been this easy.

To book your Dezzi Backdraft experience or want to know more about becoming one of the Backdraft Boys, 
contact Brian Martin: brian@backdraftraci

If you have a little spare cash floating around, you can also contact Brian or visit 

 

Special Editions

There are two special 
racing variants of the 
Backdraft; the Slingshot 
and the as yet unnamed “carbon 

Chevron co-founder Paul Owens, a regular 
visitor to South Africa and Tony’s very good 
friend designed a chassis for Tony three 
years ago, but it was put aside. The design 
was dusted off and built, complete with 
aerodynamics and a diffuser 
day Chevron chassis which someone who 

saw the car said “That looks like a slingshot”, 
and the name stuck.

 
Backdraft’s latest creation, which makes its debut this weekend, is a monster. Weighing just 85

litre Chevy motor and features a Mustang differential and a six-speed sequential gearbox.

“We built this car so that we can overtake Hein’s Porsche around the outside of Chevy sweep”, Brian laughed, in 
tegan’s 2021 Porsche GT3 Cup car. 

When the car was built, Brian gave the car a shakedown run at Dezzi Raceway. What happened next convinced 

Brian he wasn’t going to race the beast; he had wheel-spin in every gear up to fifth hauling down the short main 

Every Wednesday, Backdraft holds a track day at Dezzi Raceway. You bring your race suit and helmet and pay 
R600 for your indemnity. Then you can drive a racecar with instruction from former Toyota semi
racer Brian Martin. Free. No cost. This is another facet of Tony and Brian’s efforts to attract newcomers to 

If you enjoy the thrill of motorsport, you can rent one of six race-ready Backdraft Roadsters with the full 
Racing behind you. Arrive and drive has never been this easy. 

To book your Dezzi Backdraft experience or want to know more about becoming one of the Backdraft Boys, 
brian@backdraftracing.co.za 

If you have a little spare cash floating around, you can also contact Brian or visit www.backdraft.co.za

Special Editions 

There are two special  
racing variants of the  
Backdraft; the Slingshot  
and the as yet unnamed “carbon car”. 

founder Paul Owens, a regular 
visitor to South Africa and Tony’s very good 
friend designed a chassis for Tony three 
years ago, but it was put aside. The design 
was dusted off and built, complete with 
aerodynamics and a diffuser – a real modern 
day Chevron chassis which someone who 

saw the car said “That looks like a slingshot”, 
and the name stuck. 

Backdraft’s latest creation, which makes its debut this weekend, is a monster. Weighing just 850kg, it pumps out 
speed sequential gearbox. 

“We built this car so that we can overtake Hein’s Porsche around the outside of Chevy sweep”, Brian laughed, in 

When the car was built, Brian gave the car a shakedown run at Dezzi Raceway. What happened next convinced 

spin in every gear up to fifth hauling down the short main 

Every Wednesday, Backdraft holds a track day at Dezzi Raceway. You bring your race suit and helmet and pay 
R600 for your indemnity. Then you can drive a racecar with instruction from former Toyota semi-works Touring car 
racer Brian Martin. Free. No cost. This is another facet of Tony and Brian’s efforts to attract newcomers to 

ready Backdraft Roadsters with the full 
 

To book your Dezzi Backdraft experience or want to know more about becoming one of the Backdraft Boys, 

www.backdraft.co.za 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RACING CARS AND ROCK STARS  
 SA ENDURANCE BRINGS BOTH TO GQEBERHA 

 
PREVIEW: SA ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP, RD FIVE 

The fifth round of the SA Endurance Championship heads back to 
Gqeberha for a six-hour race with double points at stake, starting in the 
late afternoon and racing deep into the night accompanied by the beat 
of GoodLuck, DJ Zain SA and Jesse Clegg.  

The Spring Motorsport Festival is another innovation from Southern 
African Endurance Series, featuring non-stop action and activities over 
the weekend of 30 September and 1 October, returning to Aldo 
Scribante as the Phakisa track is not up to standard for endurance 
racing.  

Heading the championship points table is 18-year-old Kwanda 
Mokoena who is accompanied by his uncle Tschops Sipuka, third on 
the points table. The duo will be behind the wheel of their regular Into 
Africa/Amandla Coal Audi R8 GT4. The pair raced to victory in both 
rounds three and four in July and will be aiming to bag the 100 points 
on offer. 

Hein Lategan is in second place on the log only two points adrift of 
Mokoena. The Porsche 992 GT3 Cup driver will be joined by his 
regular co-driver Verissimo Tavares. Last time out, Lategan – 
accompanied by son Henk – missed out on victory by the slenderest of 
margins and the pair will be looking to make amends. 

The two front-runners will have to fend off the Ligier-Honda JS53 Evo 
of Riaan Botma and Jeffrey Kruger. The Auto Investments team has 
been short on luck this year and lie in seventh place, but a solid, 
reliable run could see that change dramatically. 

Returning to the SA Endurance Championship is the Aidcall247 with 
RicoBarlowRacing Ligier-Honda JS53 Evo of Nick Adcock and Dane 
Michael Jensen. The pair are competing in the European Le Mans 
Championship and currently lie third in the LMP3 championship. Their 
one outing this year resulted in a second-place finish, having led the 
race for much of the time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will be joined by Mikaeel Pitamber on this occasion, 
the teen having a non-clashing DTM Trophy weekend. 
Pitamber won the opening round and his progress in the 
Ligier will be watched with interest. 

Another potential winning team is the Kalex Aston Martin 
Vantage GT3 of Michael Stephen and Paul Hill. An 
infrequent competitor lately, the team is more than capable 
of a podium result. 

Colin Ellison not only leads the Class E title challenge in his 
Titan Historic F1 Racing Backdraft-Lexus, he is fourth in the 
overall points standings, only one point behind Sipuka. He 
has recruited Andrew Horne to share the drive in the black-
and-gold roadster for the six-hour race to help keep his grip 
on the leaderboard. 

A consistent season sees Benjamin and Crisjan Morgenrood 
(Ben Morgenrood Group Backdraft-Lexus) in fifth place 
overall and second in class E. They will be joined by their 
famous Dad, Ben once more and hope to repeat their best 
finish of the year, a third place in round three. 

Team Qhubani’s Fikile Holomisa and Baphumze Rubuluza 
are enjoying a competitive season to date with a solid fourth 
overall their best result so far. The Backdraft-Lexus pair 
have finished every race in the points to hold sixth in the 
overall standings. 

Mike McLoughlin and Steve Clark will debut a brand new 
Backdraft Slingshot. Weighing just 850kg, it pumps out 
650bhp from a 7-litre Chevy motor and features a Mustang 
differential and a six-speed sequential gearbox. How will it 
go? Fast is the most likely answer! 

Another Backdraft entry likely to shake things up in Class E 
is piloted by six-times Mobil V8 Champion Mackie Adlem 
and Rudi Barnard. It will be interesting to see how both 
drivers adapt from sprint to endurance racing, but they will 
be quick. 

Team Pesty Racing – name after a pet ostrich that lived on a 
game farm in Tolwe – sees the father and son pair of Harm 
and Barend Pretorius out to improve on their eighth place in 
the rankings. They have a best finish of fourth overall and 
could repeat that result. 

A pair of newcomers to the Backdraft class is Toyota Vice 
President Anand Pather and Mario De Sousa who will face a 
baptism of fire. De Sousa is a former production car racer 
and recently had a guest outing in the Yaris GR Cup at Aldo 
Scribante while Pather had a Yaris Cup outing at Zwartkops 
earlier this year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Class D is a battle of the Volkswagens; 
David and Roberto Franco and Danie 
van Niekerk only competed once this 
year but took a sixth place overall in 
their Graphix Supply World Polo GTi at 
Aldo Scribante in May. They will face a 
refurbished GTC2-specification 
Creative Ink-supported Golf 7 driven by 
Mohamed Dangor and Kishoor 
Pitamber. The pair had a torrid outing in 
East London and will be looking to put 
that right this time around. 

Track action sees five official practice 
sessions on Friday ahead of qualifying 
at 16h00. The endurance field has a 
final chance to tweak their machinery 
on Saturday during a 40-minute warm-
up session at 10h50. 

The Six-Hour race gets underway at 
16h00 and with sunset at 18h20, the 
teams will have to contend with just 
under four hours of night racing. 
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 David Ledbitter 

DL: I’m not a fan of single-car 
images during a race. I create my 
album of single-car images during 
practice and qualifying sessions, 
where I also have time to produce 
panning images.  Panning 
requires a lot of practice and 
patience. Pro snappers will tell 
you that their strike rate is very 
low, but that ‘one’ image is worth 
it!  

My favourite places to shoot 
action images at Aldo Scribante 
are marked in green on the map. 
Being accredited, I can stand a 
little closer and my absolute 
favourite spot is in the run-off 
area at Turn 7. The cars drop 
down from the hairpin so I can 
capture multi-car images all the 
way through the corner. 

My next favourite place is the 
Esses (T3) where my images 
show racing action. If you’re 
lucky, a car will clip the inside 
kerb at lift a wheel – or two. Turn 
8 is another great spot to catch 
action images of cars grouped 
together, as well as a ‘convoy’ of 
cars approaching the corner. It’s 
also a great place to catch 
overtaking maneuvers, especially 
near the end of the race as 
drivers battle for position. 

Be alert however, as I have seen 
a car suffer mechanical problems 
and plough straight on into the 
wall, ending up the bank! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Eric Buijs                      

EB: Aldo Scribante is in my opinion 
one of the best tracks in the country to 
take good racing photos without 
requiring special track-side access or 
media accreditation.  

The sheer accessibility of corners is a 
great advantage. You can literally 
drive around the outside of the circuit 
and park at any spot to photograph 
the action. Your only limitation 
depends on your equipment and in 
particular the focal length of your 
lenses. The SAES series is a great 
event to shoot as you have different 
types of “daylight” to work with. You’ll 
quickly find out that a picture at 
midday is completely different to an 
image taken at sunset.  
I always try to find different angles, 
different perspectives and I prepare by 
looking back at my work from previous 
outings to prevent repetition.  

Turn 6 is one of my favourite corners 
to work at and it has two great spots 
for novice photographers. You can get 
really close to the cars. The whole 
corner is a magnificent canvas to play 
with. 

I totally agree with Dave on Turn 3, in 
particular for the start of the race. I 
would recommend the use high(ish) 
shutters speeds up to 1/800sec. Try to 
move around, even just half a meter 
sideways or up or down and you will 
get a complete different perspective of 
the shots. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HINTS FOR 

SPECTATORS 

 



 

 

 

Panning opposite the pit lane is 
also a great place to be at Aldo 
Scribante. With a relative high 
shutter speed, you will easily get 
a panning effect. Since the cars 
are at top-speed, you won’t need 
to go much lower than 1/320th to 
get a proper blurred background. 
The people working in the pitlane 
will provide you with your desired 
effect. Capturing two cars 
overtaking each other, while 
focussing on just one of them is 
an easy trick to enhance the 
speed in your photo as well! 

DL: The blue stars on the map 
show great spots for spectators to 
capture great images; Turns 3 
and 6 are the closest you can get 
to the circuit. Any part of the track 
is suitable for trying out your 
slow-shutter panning skills and 
don’t forget to visit the pits. 
There’s plenty of opportunity to 
shoot the drivers (with a camera!) 
and the mechanics hard at work. 
Look for abstract photo 
opportunities while you’re there. 

Camera settings 

How long is a piece of string? 
Everyone wants a particular type 
of image.  Depending on the 
weather, I use as low an ISO 
setting as possible and always 
shoot in Manual mode and JPEG 
Fine quality.  

I need sharp shots! But I also 
want a level of motion in the rims 
and tyres, so I’ll rarely stray over 
1/800th. My Nikon D500 is usually 
found between 1/640th and 
1/400th for the faster parts of the 
track. At slower corners I drop 
that down even further. 

Panning?  Start at 1/200th until 
you’re comfortable, then keep 
dropping your shutter speed and 
see how your images come out. 
My slowest sharp image to date 
was 1/60th but I’ll be playing at 
Aldo Scribante as slow as 1/25th. 

 

When it gets dark during the SA 
Endurance race, head to a corner 
braking zone and look for glowing 
brakes, or cars spitting flames 
under braking. 

EB: Shutter speed is key in 
motorsport photography, in my 
opinion. Motorsport is all about 
speed, and static wheels don’t 
belong in a motorsport album. The 
exception to the rule is when you 
take a group shot and all the cars 
in the image need to be sharp. 

High shutter speeds are not out of 
bounds in the sport per se. 
Whenever you shoot a car coming 
straight at you or it moves away 
from you, high shutter speed is 
your only savior for a crisp shot. 
When you don’t see the rotating 
wheels, you can go all the way up 
to a maximum shutter speed. The 
lowest possible aperture will 
create a soft background. 

It is worth the effort to put your 
camera on a tripod after sunset. 
Use a shutter speed of up to 20 
seconds and a wide angle lens to 
create exciting light trails in the 
dark. 

Giving single advice on settings is 
almost impossible. The slightest 
change in light or cloud cover 
immediately throws a spanner in 
the works. You need to master all 
the settings on your camera, but 
most important, is to have fun 
taking pictures. I have already 
mentioned it, but moving around a 
little, finding a spot that is different 
to other photographers and 
position yourself low to the ground 
often does the magic. 



 

 

 
Safety: 

A few basic, common-sense 
rules apply. 

The pit lane is out of bounds 
during the races. 

Don’t get in the way of 
mechanics working in the pits 

When you are trackside and 
you have your ideal settings, 
don’t look at every image 
you’ve taken on the screen. 
Follow the race, look for 
unfolding action, and stay 
alert! When things go wrong 
in a race – and they do – it 
happens very quickly! 

 

Being alert means listening out for 
an engine note that hasn’t 
changed as the others do, or 
squealing tyres, indicating a lock-
up. 

Most of all, enjoy your day with the 
Southern African Endurance 
Series! 

If you fancy a MSA media training 
and become an official MSA 
media accredited photographer, 
go to www.motorsport.co.za for 
more information.  

 

Text and photography by David Ledbitter 
and Eric Buijs. David and Eric both have 
won the MSA Photographer of the Year 
award in 2013 and 2014 respectively. 
They are both founding members of the 
MSA Media Committee and staff members 
of the South African Endurance series. 
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 https://saeseries.com/magazine  
 

for our previous magazines 
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